Osnovna Šola Mengeš

Šolska ulica 11

1234 Mengeš

Slovenija

tel:00386 1 724 76 10

fax: 00386 1 724 76 18

e-mail: o-menges.lj@guest.arnes.si

You are cordially invited to participate in
the first international exhibition

CHILD PORTRAIT - 
A VISUAL ARTS CONTEST
which will take part in May 2006

at OŠ Mengeš, Slovenia

Artistic creativity of children is characteristic for all ages, from the moment when a child becomes aware of himself and when he starts to perceive his environment – his parents, toys and home. He gladly watches what is happening on the visual support, when he draws with a finger on the window pane sprinkled with dew, or with a stick in the sand, or with a pencil on the sheet of paper...and he always finds the explanation for all the results. A child develops his creative capacities when his parents, brothers and sisters encourage him, independently or later on in the kindergarten and in school where he is provided with a professional help of educators and pedagogues of visual arts. A child's greatest joy is to portray himself, the rest of the family and later on his friends and idols...The basic theme of a man's artistic creative content springs from that, namely the image of a human body and especially a portrait, when the later gets its name. In the period of adolescence, when a child starts to critically compare the results of his creativity with the reality and the idols of visual arts, creative crises are not infrequent. It is characteristic for that period that an adolescent often withdraws and focuses instead on other fields of creative expression that can also fulfil his creative potential and does not want to develop his visual manuscript. In those cases a pedagogue of visual arts faces a huge responsibility – he has to help an adolescent to form his own personal style and to search for an optimal way in order to reach the satisfactory result in the creativity of visual arts.

To create and recreate a portrait according to a model or a memory implies the most convincing details in observing, analysis, visual thinking and physical accomplishment  

of the result of visual arts. This does not permit any superficiality, imperfection and accidental solutions. An original and a personal interpretation of a portrait is desired and almost necessary. At the beginning it is seen as a form of a typical child's drawing which later on develops in the direction of the personal style of the creator, which is characteristic only for him, when he reaches a mature level of artistic expression. This is not a final goal of a child's creativity, however, it is one of the possibilities for his development during school years, which enable him to develop a wide palette of useful capacities, which sometimes prove to be of absolute necessity.

During the teaching process I encounter more or less gifted pupils, who are more or less diligent and motivated for creativity in visual arts. Nevertheless, I have never encountered a child who would be completely indifferent and to whom successful results would not present extraordinary satisfaction, especially the results of portraying a human – themselves or some known persons from their environment.

Our decision to make this project was based on the idea to gather and present portraits in the works of visual arts from the whole field of artistic creativity – drawings, pictures, graphic sheets and sculptures. And above all, we do not limit the techniques of visual arts and formats, what is required is that the works of visual arts reach us undamaged and that they should be originals – not reproductions. At the same time we request you to apply for a tender in a written form (the easiest way is by E-mail), by snail mail or bring them personally or in some other way to our address. Your works of visual arts are expected to arrive by March 31, 2006, the latest. After the selection we will make an electronic catalogue and a home page which will present the most interesting portraits and last but not least also the awarded works, their authors and the pedagogues of visual arts. We will not return the works sent, they will be kept in our foundation (*), however, our donors will get some of them.

Who can participate in the tender? Schools can apply their pupils and students, or children's parents can apply them, older children can apply themselves. Each author can participate with maximum three original portraits. They will be classified according to the age groups.

I. Level – children from 5 to 8 years old,

II. Level – children from 9 to 12 years old

III. Level – children from 13 to 17 years old.

All the participating authors and their mentors will get a certificate of participation and the authors of selected and exhibited works will get a printed catalogue of the 1st exhibition of children's portraits and the authors of the awarded works get special practical awards – the donors' gifts.

The exhibition will open in the middle of May 2006. All the authors of the exhibited works, their mentors and their parents will be invited to the opening.
Lojze Kalinšek,

mentor - coordinator
Application form:





Name and surname of the author 
__________________________________________                                          Gender         



M  
 F

Date of birth



__________________________________________
Address



__________________________________________
School



__________________________________________
State




__________________________________________
E-mail




__________________________________________
Telephone



__________________________________________

Name and surname of a mentor
__________________________________________
E-mail




__________________________________________
School



__________________________________________
Address



__________________________________________
E-mail




__________________________________________
The title of the work:

__________________________________________
Visual art technique:

__________________________________________
Dimension (in cm)


__________________________________________
I agree with the conditions for applying! ___
Please send this form either to e-mail address 

o-menges.lj@guest.arnes.si
or fax: 00386 1 724 76 18

